Boston States Migrations!
"Which word don't you understand?"
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Canadians, particularly in the Maritimes during the 20th century, have nicknamed the entire regional
radius of Boston as the “Boston States,” recalling the centuries when Boston was the Hub of their
universe, to describe where family members had gone, just as New Englanders might say that someone
had gone "out West" or “down South”. But many New Englanders are unaware that their Missing Links
may be in Canada!
•

The late genealogy columnist, Sandra Devlin, wrote an online column in 1998 that identifies patterns of
out-migration from Canada to this region: "Boston-States" Lured Maritimers In Droves
http://globalgenealogy.com/globalgazette/gazsd/gazsd19.htm

•

In addition, there have been centuries of circular migrations in and out of the Boston States region to
Canada. These families are also intertwined with other large group migrations and the patterns. Many have
been identified at the Rootsweb website http://bostonstates.rootsweb.com and email list archives.

•

There are circles within circles of migration routes within the region, based on the available transportation
of the times, and the “push/pull” factors motivating migration. Knowledge of these patterns and
groups may help you find some of your ancestors.
 My own New England family includes a paternal grandmother born in Nova Scotia, a maternal
grandfather born on Prince Edward Island, as well as a great grandfather born in New Brunswick
and two great, great grandparents born in Quebec. These families began moving into Ontario, New
York, as well as every state in New England from the middle of the nineteenth century into the early
twentieth century.
 These Canadian families also had ancestors who came from every one of the New England States,
as well as New York, during the eighteenth century.

Boston was the Hub - a center of the new world politics, culture, trade and industry in this region of the
17th Century New World.
Even before Boston became an international cargo port in 1630, it had served as a settlement and trading area for
Native American tribes for thousands of years. Boston was the Hub for shipbuilding and the triangular trade routes
between Europe, Eastern Canada and the Caribbean exchange of beaver pelts, lumber, salt cod, ships, sugar, rum,
slaves, and finished goods well into the 19th century.
There were more Boston business advertisements in the early and mid 19th century Canadian newspapers than all
other US cities combined. The expansion of world trade beyond the Boston HUB in the Northeast was not
eclipsed by the ports of New York and Philadelphia, through the clipper ships and steamship lines, until the late
1800s.
Early Groups
•
Native Americans, Fishermen and Trappers
•
Acadians, Quebecois French, and Native American Marriages
•
Ships, Seafarer's, Land patents and Trade

•
New England Seacoast and River Colonials – English, Scots, Irish
•
French, Swiss and German Foreign Protestants, Palatinates, Huguenots, New England Planters,
Yorkshire Settlers, Irish, Scots, English, Dutch, Scandinavian, German, Flemish/Walloons, Loyalists and
Patriots, Jews
Boston States Migration Push/Pull Factors
•
Religion, Trade and Economics, Wars, Famines, Convicts and Prisoners, Indentured Servants,
Emigrant Solicitations, Chain migrations and return migrations
•
Letters, Newspapers, Emigrant Handbooks, Upper and Lower Canada, the Eastern Townships
•
Turnpikes, Canals, Post Roads and Stagecoaches
•
Industrial Revolution and Simultaneous Westward Expansion
•
Steamships, Railways, Land Rushes, Agriculture, Timber, Mines and Factories
•
Irish Famine, Widows and Orphans, Migrant and Seasonal Workers, British Home Children,
Immigration Funds, Unions and Fraternal Societies
•
Telegraph, Bicycle, Automobile, Telephone
•
Decline of Shipbuilding, Triangular Trade and Railroad Routes
Where to Find Clues for Canada and the US circular migrations –
•
The groups your ancestors belong to and their records will often reveal chain migration patterns
with places of origin or destinations; eg other family members, neighbors, church members, witnesses on
documents, political and military affiliations, business relationships and those with related occupations
etc.
•
Town, County and State or Province histories, directories, gazetteers, almanacs, and postal history
describe patterns in the community and neighborhoods.
•
Newspaper notices have political and trade trends, “sister communities” for mail and
transportation routes, letters, merchant and personal advertisements.
•
Maps from various time frames provide insight into the development of the communities and
transportation system connections.
•
Collectors of antiquarian items related to a location are often very knowledgeable about patterns in
the area, or sources that are not widely known.
•
Online Resource Comparisons for Migrations Patterns need to be examined.
•
Large or Specialized Archives for the Boston States Groups may not be initially obvious.
•
Societies, Newsletters, Conferences and Seminars for Ongoing Support are helpful.
Boston States Migrations References and Email list http://bostonstates.rootsweb.com

